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Dear Illinois Republican Family,

Welcome to the Red Gala! Tonight is more than a celebration—it’s a mission, a
critical step toward victory in 2026. Your presence here underscores a shared
commitment to the future of the Illinois Republican Party and to building a winning
path forward.

Our goal is clear: raise essential funds for our statewide Get Out The Vote (GOTV)
program, with a strategic focus on expanding early voting and vote-by-mail (VBM).
Why? Because the party that votes for weeks and months will always outpace the
party that votes for just one day.

In 2024, Democrats invested nearly $20 million in early voting, VBM, and GOTV
efforts. We had just $400,000—but thanks to your support, we made historic gains.
Republicans were the only voting bloc to increase early and mail-in turnout from
2020 to 2024. We boosted participation by 35%, and for the first time in Illinois
history, low-propensity Republicans outperformed Democrats in early and mail
voting by 7.6%.

You proved we can win when we adapt. But we cannot stop here. Now is the time to
double down—on outreach, on unity, and on building a data-driven, year-round
ground game. Illinois Republicans must remain laser-focused on maximizing early
voting and VBM to close the gap, compete in every corner of the state, and deliver
Republican victories up and down the ballot.

A heartfelt thank you to our generous sponsors, whose commitment makes this
Gala—and our mission—possible. And to my wonderful family, thank you for your
unwavering support every step of the way.

Let’s keep pushing forward. Together, we’re not just rebuilding—we’re rising.
Thank you for standing with us.

With gratitude and resolve.

Chairman
Illinois Republican Party



Keynote Speaker

Honorable 
Byron Donalds

Byron Donalds grew up in Brooklyn, New York, and he is also the proud son of a
hardworking and loving single mother. His mother dedicated her time instilling in

him that greatness requires sacrifice, which drives him as a devoted family man
and United States Congressman.

Byron is a graduate of Florida State University and received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in finance and marketing. Byron's career led him to Southwest Florida,

where he worked in the banking, finance, and insurance industries. Elected to the
Florida House of Representatives in 2016, Byron represented Hendry County and

east Collier County in the State Capitol. During his tenure in the Florida House,
Byron served as the PreK-12 Quality Subcommittee Chair during the 2018-2019

Legislative Session and served as the Insurance & Banking Subcommittee's
Chairman 2019-2020 Legislative Session. While serving in the Florida House,

primarily focused on elder affairs, criminal justice reform, and ensuring that each
child has access to a world-class education.

Byron is committed to serving and giving back to the community that gave him so
much. He has served Southwest Florida in many ways, including previously

serving on the Board of Trustees for Florida Southwestern State College after
being appointed by then-Governor Rick Scott. Byron continues to volunteer in his
church as a youth leader and a mentor. He also enjoys volunteering as a coach in

youth football and basketball leagues.

Congressman Byron Donalds lives in Naples, Florida, with his wife, Erika, and
their three sons: Damon, Darin, and Mason. Byron has spent his entire adult life
serving others, whether it be through volunteering, business, or leadership. He is

committed to representing Florida's 19th Congressional District's conservative
values in Washington DC to ensure a stronger Florida and a stronger nation.





Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of the second annual

Red Gala. Your support and presence made this event truly memorable.  A

big thank you to my amazing friends Molly Gibson and Cathy Hofmann —

you both gave so much of your time and energy, and I couldn’t have done

this without you. And of course, thank you to Nick and to my family for

always being in my corner through it all. Let’s keep pushing forward and

Turn Illinois Red!

Kari Galassi

Gala Chair



Congratulations to the Red Gala
team on a successful night! 

Cathy Hofmann



Thank you to Molly Gibson, Cathy
Carmichael, Hinsdale Wine Shop,
and the Red Gala Wine Committee

for your dedication

text
ILredgala
to 76278







Prayer
Joel Satterfield 

Pledge of Allegiance
Jonathon Findley

National Anthem 
Sophia Hope

Welcome
Kari Galassi, Gala Chair

Recognition of Sponsors
Kathy Salvi, Illinois Republican Party Chair

Keynote Speaker
Byron Donalds, U.S. Congressman

Dinner Served

Live Auction
Keith Jones, Sayre & Jones Auctioneers, Ltd.

Dinner Ends & Dancing Begins 
with DJ Lee Michaels

Program



starter

Baby Romaine Caesar Salad, Parmesan Crisp,
Chive Crostini

entree

Roasted Free Range Chicken, Roasted Garlic
Whipped Potatoes, Broccolini, Oven Dried

Tomatoes, Pommery Cream

dessert

Eli's Cheesecake - Strawberry Coulis, Fresh
Whipped Cream

 Menu



In 2023, 7-year-old Sophia decided she wanted to sing the National Anthem for her big

brother’s high school varsity basketball game. She did so well that local high schools

started asking for her, then colleges and universities, then minor league sports and

then professional sports venues all over the country! She has sang for the Chicago

Bulls, Chicago White Sox, Chicago Cubs, New York Yankees and more! She also

performed at the 2025 Michigan Republican State Convention and the Chicago Better

Business Bureau 99th Year Celebration! Now, her performances are just too

numerous to list! This mini powerhouse has big dreams and has the confidence to take

on any challenge! Contrary to popular belief, Sophia is not paid for any of her hard

work and performances. So the travel, food, outfits, hotels, etc. are all expenses her

family has to cover. This leaves little left over for the singing lessons she desperately

wants and any out of state performance invitations that require money to travel.

Thank you for the love and support! Any donation is so very much appreciated!

Sophia Hope

Please check her out on Instagram
@Sophia_Nationalanthemgirl and YouTube,

“The National Anthem Girl.”

http://instagram.com/sophia_nationalanthemgirl
https://www.youtube.com/@TheNationalAnthemGirl




Ozinga proudly supports the IL
GOP in making a positive impact 

in our community.





BOSTFORCONGRESS.COM P.O. BOX 1212 MURPHYSBORO, IL 62966

Mike Bost is running for U.S. Congress because he wants a better, brighter and
more secure future for our children and grandchildren. Mike has and always will
be the passionate, Constitutional conservative voice for the people of Southern
Illinois.

CONSTITUTIONAL CONSERVATIVE AMERICA-FIRST FIGHTER
PRO-LIFE PRO-2ND AMENDMENT 

PAID FOR BY THE MIKE BOST FOR CONGRESS COMMITTEE







Senator Don DeWitte and the
Illinois Senate Republicans

congratulate the Illinois Republican
Party on a successful Red Gala





Senator Terri Bryant
Senator Darby Hills
Senator Sue Rezin
Senator Jil Tracy

Senator Sally Turner

Illinois Senate Republican Women 
proudly supports the 

Illinois Republican Party’s Red Gala 







Thank you for your support of the 
Illinois Republican Party’s Red Gala.

It is our honor to serve you in the 
Illinois General Assembly.















BE INFORMED BE INVOLVED BE INFLUENTIAL

LET YOUR VOICE BE HEARD! 
MEETINGS

3rd Thursday of each month
7:00 PM

for location and more information visit us at:

www.willcountygop.com



Thank you for attending the Illinois
Republican Party’s Red Gala









Congratulations 
to thett

Illinois Republican Party
On Another Successful

Red Gala

Join Our Email List Visit Our Website







Congratulations to the Illinois
Republican Party on another

successful Red Gala

Thank you all for everything
you do for our party!  



Vernon Township Republicans proudly support
our fellow Republicans as we continue working

hard to turn Illinois Red. Best wishes for
continued success!

Charles Cardella, VTR Precinct Committeeman
Linda Cardella, VTR Precinct Committeewoman







T hank you for attending the 
Illinois Republican Party’s Red Gala 



LEAD: 

INSPIRE:

EMPOWER: Provides tools, knowledge & statewide
network to help Republican women become
purposeful leaders

Works to increase the number of Republican
women in elected & appointed governmental
& political positions

More than 230 Lincoln Series Leadership
fellows in various roles in government, policy
and/or campaigns

Celebrating 30 Years
 as Illinois’ Premier Training Program for

Republican Women

lincolnseries@gmail.com | 773-744-1061 | lincolnseries.com
The Lincoln Series is a 527 organization registered with the IRS. Contributions to the
organization are not deductible for federal income tax purposes as charitable contributions.
The Lincoln Series can raise unlimited funds from individuals, corporations or labor unions, and
we are required to disclose these contributions and expenditures.











Congratulations to the
Illinois Republican Party

on your Red Gala! 



Let’s Turn Illinois Red!

www.northsidegop.com

https://www.northsidegop.com/


Illinois Young Republicans are proud
to support the Red Gala 



Thank You 

Salvi Family


